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PRESS RELEASE

TV presenter returns to airshow with daring ‘flying circus’ stunt.
The  flying circus will return to Cotswold Airshow this year, thanks to the aviation talents of TV presenter Brendan O’Brien.
The popular pilot, who presented the acclaimed Flightline TV series, will attempt to land his Piper J3 Cub aircraft on a trailer behind a moving truck, in a display which is set to have the crowd on the edge of their seats.

Brendan, who has been practicing the display at Cotswold Airport, Kemble, performed the stunt at last year’s airshow and, although he touched down on the trailer for several seconds, he narrowly missed out on locking the aircraft in place.

This year, however, he is determined to go one better and crowds will get another opportunity to view his attempt at the show on June 18 and 19.

Event organiser Glen Moreman said: “We’re thrilled to welcome Brendan back to the airshow as he’s such a great character and delighted the crowds last year.

“The stunt he will be performing takes so much skill to complete and, having seen him complete in practice several times, I know how keen he is to do it in front of the full airshow audience.”

Despite the daring nature of the stunt, Brendan, who runs aviation firm Skyfever and has amassed more than 13,000 flying hours on over 300 different types of aircraft, has already successfully completed it more than 100 times.

He will perform the manoeuvre on both days of the show, which this year commemorates the 60th anniversary of the Hawker Hunter jet.
Other highlights at the show will include a ‘diamond nine’ Hunter formation flypast and the event will also include wider ‘Hawker’ and vintage jet themes.

In addition, the show will celebrate the 75th anniversary of the first flight of the Spitfire and at least three Spitfires will be present to celebrate this other very important milestone.

There will also be a strong contingent of modern military aircraft present, which will be spearheaded, once again, by a return ‘home’ of the Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team, the Red Arrows, who were based at the airport for 16 years, when it was known as RAF Kemble.

Tickets for the event are priced at £19.50 for adults (£25 on the day), £5 for children aged six to 16, while under fives will be admitted free. Grandstand tickets are an extra £18.

They are available through the air show website (www.cotswoldairshow.com) and from the following Tourist Information Centres: Cheltenham, Chippenham, Cirencester, Corsham, Malmesbury, Stroud, Swindon, Tetbury, Warminster, Bath, Bourton-on-the-Water, Melksham, Trowbridge, Gloucester and Tewkesbury. 
AIRPORT BACKGROUND BRIEF 

Royal Air Force Kemble opened in 1938 as part of the RAF’s ‘expansion plan’, which concentrated on training and maintenance bases. 

It has been used for aviation activities ever since and was home to the world-famous Red Arrows display team during the 1980s, who were a regular sight in the skies above the south Cotswolds, practicing up to four times a day.

The airport’s current owner, Ronan Harvey, operated the airfield on behalf of the Ministry of Defence for five years, before purchasing it outright in 2001.

His aim was to maintain the site’s use as an active airfield and safeguard its rich heritage, while at the same time encouraging both local and international businesses to base themselves at Kemble – a move which has created hundreds of jobs in the local community,

Today, the site, which is known as Cotswold Airport and is licenced by the Civil Aviation Authority, is home to dozens of businesses, flying clubs and a thriving restaurant.

The airport stages, and has staged, a host of events, including the hugely popular annual Cotswold Airshow, Great Vintage Flying Weekend, Race for Life,  and Mobility Show – the biggest UK show devoted to mobility for the disabled.
In addition, the airport has very strong ties with the local community, offering an aviation scholarship scheme to young pilots, engineers and would-be air traffic controllers.

The airport also raises thousands of pounds for charities and worthy causes, including the RAF Benevolent Fund.
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EDITORS’ NOTE (not for publication): For more information please call Cotswold Airport/Cotswold Airshow Media and PR officer Paul Bull on 07728 552215.
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